
T hough most of you already know how to play poker, we realize 
that many of you are joining this tournament solely to help 

support the cause and, therefore, may need a little extra poker 
help! So, enjoy this Hold’em overview to help you during the game:

All poker games determine the winning 
hand by using the hand ranking chart 
(bottom left) with the best hand  
being #1, and the worst hand being #10. 
In Texas Hold’em, you are only dealt 2 cards. They are called the 
“hole cards.” No one else sees those cards except you. During the 
course of each hand, there will eventually be 5 cards dealt face-up 
on the table. They are called “the community cards.” 

The goal of the game is to make your best 5-card hand out 
of the 7 total cards that were dealt. 

You can use any combination of the cards in your hand and the 
cards on your table. But you must use 5 cards total. The higher 
your top card is, the better your hand is in order to beat other 
players who might also have similar hand (like a straight or flush.)

The community cards are dealt in 3 rounds after which there is 
betting during each round.  You can “check" - which is to pass the 
action to the next person in the circle around the table. Or you can 
“bet” - which is to add chips to the pot in the hopes that you win 
the hand.  Or, if someone else has bet, you can choose to “call” - 
which is put in the amount that they bet, or to “raise" - which is 
to bet more chips than they had just bet, or to “fold" - which is to 
give up your cards, and surrender that particular hand. 

When people run out of chips, they “bust” - which means they are 
out of the game. In some tournaments, like ours, you can pay for a 
“re-buy” and re-enter the game with your original starting stack of 
chips. In this game you can also “add-on,” which is paying to get 
more chips after 90 minutes of game play without having had 
busted first. Then, by process of elimination, (or survival of the 
luckiest!) the person who collects everyone’s chips by the end, and 
lasts the longest in the tournament, is the winner!  

Hopefully that will be YOU!   Good luck and have fun!

PRESENTS TEXAS HOLD’EM 101

If you are interested in having 
a virtual poker tournament for 
your own group, organization 
or charity, feel free to contact 

us at info@poker4life.org & 

go to www.poker4life.org. 
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